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BILL TO TAX CIGARETTES MAY CREATE JOB LOSSES 
Governor Paterson Signs Tax Collection Bill 

Akwesasne Territory— A bill signed today by Governor David Paterson has the potential to 
negatively impact the North Country economy with an estimated 400 to 500 people in St. Lawrence 
and Franklin counties possibly losing their jobs.  "It would be like another General Motors closure," 
said St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council Chief James Ransom. "I don't think people realize just what 
the economic impact would be on our area, especially if you think about the ripple effect." 
 

“We understand the state’s need to balance the budget, but the problem has been created by 
overspending in Albany, not by us,” said Tribal Chief Barbara Lazore.  “Besides, it’s the individual 
taxpayers who have the obligation to report purchases on reservations and pay the taxes.”   Chief 
Lazore was referring to Publication 774 from the New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance. 
 

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribe is fulfilling its goal of being a good neighbor by working hard to 
create partnerships with neighboring communities; creating employment and contributing to the 
regional economy.  Not only does the tribe provide $2,000,000 a year to its neighboring counties as 
part of its casino revenue-sharing agreement with the state of New York, it provides employment 
opportunities. 
 

“Soon we will be the largest employer in the North County,” noted Chief Monica Jacobs.  “We 
employ a lot of non-natives from Franklin and St. Lawrence counties and our economies depend on 
each other.  A lot of people spend their paychecks at businesses in Malone and Massena, so those 
economies benefit directly from business activity that takes place here at Akwesasne.  Taxing 
cigarettes will not help us.” 
 

This most recent push to collect taxes on reservation cigarette sales appears to have been the 
result of lobbying from Phillip Morris.  “This is more about limiting competition,” said Lazore, 
“Phillip Morris admits that they actually wrote the last piece of legislation relating to collecting 
cigarette taxes on reservations.” 



 
Governor Paterson’s office notified the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council that they can expect 

to meet with the Governor in early 2009 to discuss cigarette taxation and other issues that affect tribal-
state relations. 

#    #    #    # 

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council is the duly elected and federally recognized government of the 
St. Regis Mohawk People. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
  
 


