
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

January 25, 2008 
Dear Editors,        
 
Doug George-Kanentiio omitted several important facts in his January 20, 2008 article. 
For starters, he is vehemently opposed to gaming and thus is not an impartial voice on the 
subject. He has been in self-imposed exile from Akwesasne for years and is disconnected 
from what happens on the ground in our community.  
 
Still, George knows full well that only the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council is eligible to 
pursue gaming in the Catskills.  To say that other Mohawk governmental entities weren’t 
pressing for it, is misleading; the fact is they can’t pursue gaming stateside. 
 
George has repeatedly raised the Lenapi argument in the press, but it is a moot issue. The 
Lenapi people have never made any claim there or expressed interest. George’s 
commentary simply brews false controversy.   
 
George’s supposition that Mohawks won’t commute is an insult to our rich history, to our 
200 Mohawk Iron Workers and 500 Mohawk Union Card Holders. They know a thing or 
two about beating a 300-mile path between work and home and families, without 
complaint. 
 
George states that we are already prosperous, but he doesn’t have to contend with the 
challenges of a $20 million housing shortage, consistently underfunded health care and a 
12,000+ population, 40% of which is uninsured. There are unmet needs at Akwesasne he 
is wholly unfamiliar with. 
 
Your paper would do well to know the facts. Prejudicial editorializing doesn’t add to the 
debate, it only taints it.  
 
George does best when he speaks for himself; he doesn’t speak for the Mohawks. 
 
Sincerely, 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council 
Chief Lorraine White  Chief Barbara Lazore  Chief James Ransom 
 
Akwesasne, NY 
 
 
 


