
August 3, 2013 

RE: Final Report of Special Election Appeals 

We, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Election Board , support and uphold the laws and 
customs of the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe. To protect the best interests of the 
community and the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, we the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
Election Board are hereby releasing this final report to you. 

BACKGROUND: 

On April 2, 2013, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe accepted by way of Tribal Council 
Resolution 2013-21 , the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Election and Referendum 
Ordinance, from herein know as," the ordinance". This ordinance was created to govern 
the conduct of the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal Elections. It also serves as a vehicle for 
any legitimate disputes involving the election process and in this way ensures that all 
Tribal Elections will be conducted with the utmost fairness and credibility. Although it is 
everyone's wish that each Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal Elections can be conducted 
without incident, if a wrong is perceived , there is an appeal procedure outlined in the 
ordinance. 

On July 13, 2013, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Election Board conducted a Special 
Election , as defined in the ordinance as, an election held at a time other than the 
regularly scheduled June election and which may be held to fill a vacant elective 
position for example. Subsequently following this voting exercise, four appeals were 
properly made to the Election Board on July 15, 16, and two (2) received on July 19, 
2013, pursuant to Section XIV.A.1. The Election Board , in return , complied with Section 
XIV.B.1 , by providing hearing dates. The Complaint of minor procedure violations or 
error was addressed in writing by the Election Board to the appellant. The Election 
Board surpassed its number of days in hearing the final appeal in order to 
accommodate the schedules of those noted in the final appeal. The Election Board has 
conducted its due diligence for clarification on specific points of the election process. 
Therefore, the Election Board finds the following: 
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FINDINGS: 

1. Observer: 

A point of contention noted in the July 15, 2013 appeal was not an observer, therefore 
the point was not valid and no part of the ordinance was contravened . 

2. Spoiled Ballots: 

In the ordinance according with S.XI. , Voting Procedures ss. E. , states, a voter who 
inadvertently spoils a ballot may return it to the Board in order to obtain another ballot, 
and a Board member shall write or stamp the word "SPOILED" upon it, deposit it into 
the ballot box, and provide the voter with another ballot. Therefore a write-in ballot can 
be ruled spoiled and does not contravene the ordinance. 

3. Write-In Candidate: 

The reference of the Election Board not providing adequate information for a write-in 
candidate to the eligible voters, as described in one of the appeals. Only after a person 
is declared the winner of an elective position and that person was not listed on the 
official ballot, they then must meet all the other requirements before being certified as 
the winning candidate. 

4. Illegal Tampering: 

The governing law of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe relating and pertaining to SRMT tribal 
elections is the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Election and Referendum Ordinance, dated 
April 2, 2013, TCR 2013-21 . In section IV. (C)(B) -Election Board: ss. C. 8 states that 
"the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal Clerk's office shall provide the Board with a final 
Eligible Voters List by the close of business, the last business day prior to the Election 
or referendum. Individual voters are responsible for making sure their name is on this 
list. " As clearly referenced in the applicable law, the tribal Eligible Voter's List is 
compiled and provided by the SRMT Tribal Clerk's Office and NOT the Election Board 
as contended by the Appellants. As such , the accusation that the Election Board failed 
to provide the Eligible Voter's List to individuals is misplaced, wholly inaccurate and is 
hereby dismissed. 
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5. Election Board Violations- "Special Election": 

As defined in the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Elections and Referendum Ordinance, 
"Special Election", is an election held at a time other than the regularly scheduled June 
election and which may be held to fill a vacant elective position . Specifically, section 
XII.F , refers to the calling of a special election- "in the event of a tie" stating that "the 
Board shall call for a special election one week from the regular election for the position 
in which the Election Board has called a tie." In fact, and in regards to the present 
matter, the June 1, 2013 Election did not result in "a tie" and as such , the Election Board 
was not required to take any further action in the absence thereof. As such, the 
accusation that the Election Board failed to adhere to the requirements of the SRMT 
Election and Referendum Ordinance and subsequently violated same is misplaced , 
wholly inaccurate and is hereby dismissed . 

6. Violations of Caucus Requirements: 

The Election Board fulfilled the outlined requirements to hold a Caucus, on May 4, 2013. 
Accord ing to the SRMT Elections and Referendum Ordinance, SIX., Caucus 
Procedures: Caucus will be held annually on the first Saturday in May. In fact, there is 
no language in the applicable law or elsewhere which specifically requires the Election 
Board to call for a caucus other than the one noted above and herein . As such , the 
accusation that the Election Board failed to adhere to the requirements of the SRMT 
Election and Referendum Ordinance and subsequently violated same by failing to hold 
a secondary caucus is misplaced , wholly inaccurate and is hereby dismissed. 

7. Illegal Tampering of Absentee Ballots: 

As noted in S. VIII of the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Election and Referendum 
Ordinance- Absentee Voting. Individuals must contract the Tribal Clerk's office to 
request an "Absentee Ballot Application". 

Specifically, the SRMT Tribal Clerk's office, and NOT the Election Board is solely 
responsible for the administration, issuance and management of all tribal voter and 
absentee ballots. As such , the accusation that the Election Board failed to adhere to the 
requirements of the SRMT Election and Referendum Ordinance and subsequently 
violated same by illegally tampering with absentee tribal ballots is misplaced, wholly 
inaccurate and is hereby dismissed 

Additionally, as noted in the said ordinance, S. XIV, Appeal and Hearing Procedures B. 
3., Before the hearing, the complainant will be given the opportunity to examine any 
public documents at Tribal Clerk's office directly relevant to the hearing. The 
complainant will be allowed to request a copy from the Tribal Clerk of any such 
document at their expense. Any document not made available to the complainant 
before the hearing cannot be used at the hearing. 

3 



8. Election Board's Refusal to Assist Voters and Abuse of Authority: 

As noted above, any allegations and/or complaints relating to the prior June 1, 2013 
tribal Election will not be considered nor addressed in the present appeal. 

9. Violation of Oath of Office by Election Board Members: 

The Election Board upon accepting their appointment shall take and sign an oath that 
shall become part of the Board 's records stating that he or she will serve according to 
the best of his or her ability and shall make every effort to prevent fraud or abuse in the 
Election Process. We, the Election Board take very seriously the responsibility and 
obligations that come with the privilege of serving our community in these positions and 
on this Election Board . In furtherance of our sworn oath to uphold tribal law and to the 
best of our abilities, namely to prevent fraud or abuse of same, we are confident that a 
thorough and comprehensive review of the alleged violations has been conducted in the 
instant matter and we hereby commit to our decision based upon such review. In 
reference to the vague and general allegation of the Appellants that the members of th is 
Board somehow violated our Oath of Office, we have not been provided any evidence 
whatsoever to substantiate such a claim and in the absence of such evidence, cannot 
specifically address the purported claim. As such , the accusation that the Election 
Board failed to adhere to the requirements of the SRMT Election and Referendum 
Ordinance and subsequently violated same by violating our respective oaths of office is 
misplaced, wholly inaccurate and is hereby dismissed. 
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CONCLUSION: 

For the reasons noted above and provided herein , the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Election 
Board DENIES the July 15, 16, and 19, 2013 Appeals and hereby upholds the results of 
the tribal Special Election of July 13, 2013. 

Pursuant to applicable provisions of the SRMT Tribal Election and Referendum 
Ordinance, this decision is FINAL and cannot be appealed . 

THE SAINT REGIS MOHAWK TRIBAL ELECTION BOARD 

Dated : ~ J/ ' 2013 

K~ Katnna Jacobs 

C-h A-d~Ji& p/ ~ 
Christine Horn 
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Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
July 13, 2013 

OFFICIAL RESULTS SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

TRIBAL CHIEF Election Tally Walk-In Tally Absentee Tally TOTAL 
BEVERLY COOK 341 101 35 477 
GARY COLE 9 12 1 22 
Write-In: Randy Hart 303 94 54 451 
Write-In: Robert Cole 1 0 0 1 

Write-In: Bill Clinton 1 0 0 1 

Write-In: Danielle Lazare Thompson 1 0 0 1 
Write-In: Jennifer Standing Arrow 1 0 0 1 
Write-In: Brian Fent 1 0 0 1 

Write-In: Shelley Jacobs 1 0 0 1 
Write-In:Rudy Hart 1 0 0 1 

Write-In: Ron Hart 1 0 0 1 
Write-In: Randy Heart 1 0 0 1 
Spoiled 5 22 2 29 
Void 0 2 4 6 

TRIBAL SUB-CHIEF Election Tally Walk-In Tally Absentee Tally TOTAL 
DEBRA MARTIN 254 85 27 366 
ANDREW J. COOK 81 31 8 120 
SHELLEY JACOBS 286 78 52 416 
JOLENE JACKSON 12 2 1 15 
Write-In: Daniel Patrick Oakes 1 0 0 1 
Write-In: Randy Hart 7 1 0 8 
Write-In: Matthew C Phillips 1 0 0 1 
Write-In: Jennifer Standing Arrow 4 0 0 4 
Write In: Marshall Rourke 1 0 0 1 
Write In Shelly Jacobs 3 0 0 3 
Write In: Shelley Jacobs 2 0 0 2 
Write-in: Beverly Cook 0 1 0 1 

Spoiled 5 2 0 7 
Void 32 10 3 45 
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