
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 7, 2008 

To Residents of Sullivan County 
From the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council 
 
Dear Residents of Sullivan County, 
 
By now you have all heard the news of the decision the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe received from the 
Department of the Interior last week Friday.  Of course we had anticipated and hoped for better news, and 
we have known all along that Secretary Dirk Kempthorne has been vocally opposed to off-reservation 
gaming—so this was not unexpected news. However, we at the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe will not be 
thwarted by the unjust nature of this denial. This is not the end, but the beginning of yet another chapter. 
We are preparing to file suit against Secretary Kempthorne and expect to formally file in a matter of days 
based on the arbitrary and capricious nature of the decision that runs contrary to law. 
 
We feel confident about our prospects in federal court, since we will be underscoring the strength and 
merits of our administrative record and responding vigorously to the Interior’s “commutability concerns.” 
As you may know, Kempthorne devised new rules and issued them the day before we received our denial 
letter. Those new guidelines introduce a distance factor from reservation to an off-reservation casino site. 
The Tribe, like 11 other tribes, was informed that the distance was not “a commutable distance” for tribal 
members to sustain employment.  
 
Citing the commutability factor as the reason for denial we feel is evidence of Secretary Kempthorne’s 
unmistakable ignorance, since the St. Regis Mohawks—possibly more than any other tribe—can make a 
sustained argument that points to our long-standing historic tradition of commuting well beyond Sullivan 
County for employment and livelihood. Generations of countless ironworkers have commuted every week 
to build skyscrapers in New York City, Boston, Montreal, and Philadelphia—all the while maintaining 
families, permanent residences, and close cultural connections to our territory of Akwesasne.  
 
For those of you who have stood by the Tribe and our efforts to bring what we believe would be a 
terrifically successful gaming entity and economic boost to the Catskills, we express our sincerest thanks. 
We know that you have been patient beyond compare, and we ask you to continue to dig in your heels right 
alongside us, because we feel better today about our position than we did three days ago when we had no 
decision at all. 
 
We will remain resolute and strong in our convictions to deliver what we all know is a badly needed 
economic catalyst to the region. Thank you again for your ongoing support and the many words of 
encouragement we have already received from those of you in Sullivan County. May 2008 lead us all on a 
path of prosperity and economic opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council 
Lorraine M. White   Barbara A. Lazore  James W. Ransom 
 


