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St. REGIS MOHAWK TRIBE WELCOMES RE-OPENING OF BRIDGE 

International Border Now Open to Travel and Commerce 

AKWESASNE TERRITORY – The re-opening of the Seaway International Bridge at 6:00 AM 
on Monday July 13th was a welcome surprise to Akwesasne Community members.  The 
Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA) opened a temporary facility at the foot of the bridge 
in the city of Cornwall, allowing northbound traffic into Canada.  “Although the St. Regis 
Mohawk Tribal Council has not been directly involved in talks with Canadian officials, I think 
it’s safe to say that getting the bridge re-opened was a team effort,” noted Tribal Chief James 
Ransom.  “Re-establishing the link between communities and the flow of commerce is in 
everybody’s best interests.”  The Massena and Cornwall Chambers of Commerce met with tribal 
and city officials in June to compare economic impacts and to discuss strategies to re-open the 
bridge.   They were also active in the process of communicating their concerns to elected 
officials and asking for their involvement. 

            The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne (MCA) and the Canadian Border Services Agency 
have been meeting over the past week to discuss the issues that led to the closing of the bridge on 
June 1st and to find satisfactory resolutions.  The talks have been productive and now that the 
bridge has been re-opened, it takes pressure off both parties and gives them time to resolve any 
issues through negotiations.  In an earlier press statement, newly elected Grand Chief Mike 
Mitchell stated, “While we’re glad to see a temporary facility open, we want to remind everyone 
that there are some outstanding issues that need to be addressed.”  Mitchell was referring to the 
relations between border guards and local Mohawk residents. 

Tribal Chief Monica Jacobs was pleased with the turn of events, “It looks like life can 
return to normal around here.  I’m sure the re-opening of the bridge is a relief to community 
members and that they are happy about not being inconvenienced any more.  This has placed a 
strain on families.”  The bridge closure resulted in separation for many community members and 
their families and forced people to travel by boat to and from Cornwall Island or to use distant 
border crossings, which added hours of driving. 



“The overall impact of having the bridge closed for six weeks will continue to be felt,” 
said Mark Garrow, Tribal Chief.  “Some areas will recover more quickly than others, such as 
family life returning to normal, but the economic impact will still be felt throughout the region 
for a while.  Despite that, we are happy for the opportunity to get back to ‘business as usual.’” 

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and the Canadian Border Services Agency plan to 
continue discussions and to take action to develop a better relationship. 

 

#    #    #    # 

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council is the duly elected and federally recognized government 
of the St. Regis Mohawk People. 

 
 
 
 
 


