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Tribe Passes Resolution to Regulate Fishing in Akwesasne Territory  
 Part of the Process to Develop a Comprehensive Fish and Wildlife Plan 

            Akwesasne Territory –  On March 23, 2010, the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council adopted New 
York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation’s Statewide Angling Regulations as an interim 
Tribal regulation.  “We see this as part of our responsibilities to protect, preserve and restore fish and 
game resources,” remarked Tribal Chief James Ransom.  Tribal Council is in the process of adopting a 
comprehensive fish and wildlife regulation and management plan.  Tribal members have made numerous 
calls to voice complaints about unregulated fishing by non-Tribal members, who are fishing without 
permission.  The adoption of interim regulations was necessary to address the matter immediately.  
            The regulations apply to all non-tribal members seeking to fish in Akwesasne's waters.  They do 
not limit the inherent right of Tribal members to fish on the reservation so long as their activities are 
consistent with applicable Tribal law.  All wildlife found on the reservation, whether resident, migratory 
or introduced is the property of the membership of the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe.  Individuals should only 
take fish or game at times, places and in a manner as the Tribe prescribes.   “We understand the value of 
the fish and wildlife resources of the reservation.  These resources are an irreplaceable Tribal asset,” 
noted Tribal Chief Monica Jacobs.  “It’s our duty to properly regulate and manage the use of the Tribe’s 
wildlife resources.”   
            The St. Regis Mohawks have the absolute, inherent and retained sovereign right to use and enjoy 
the St. Regis Mohawk Reservation and its resources.  “Our intention is that tribal members will have the 
freedom to use and enjoy these resources,” said Tribal Chief Mark Garrow.  “But the use of the resources 
must be consistent with their preservation and improvement for future generations.”  The St. Regis 
Mohawk Tribal Police, the Tribe's Environment Division and the Tribe's Animal Control Officer will 
work cooperatively to enforce the Regulations.  
            Interested individuals can locate Tribal Council Resolution (TCR) 2010-43 at the St. Regis 
Mohawk Tribe’s website at www.srmt-nsn.gov.  The New York State Division of Environmental 
Conservation Statewide Angling Regulations can be accessed at 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31421.html. 

#    #    #    # 

The St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Council is the duly elected and federally recognized government of the St. 
Regis Mohawk People. 

http://www.srmt-nsn.gov/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31421.html
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